May 15, 2001

Mr. President, I would like to com-
mend Chairman BOND for working with
me to pass an amendment to the budg-
et resolution restoring many of the
cuts initiated by the Bush administra-
tion. I am hopeful that our joint effort
will be retained in the final budget. I
also hope that by continuing to work
in a bipartisan fashion on this critical
issue, we can further increase SBA re-
sources for the next fiscal year. The
SBA deserves our continued support for
its important work, and I urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution as
well as sufficient resources for the SBA
and America’s small businesses.

———
THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Monday,
May 14, 2001, the Federal debt stood at
$5,641,550,724,928.73, Five trillion, six
hundred forty-one billion, five hundred
fifty million, seven hundred twenty-
four thousand, nine hundred twenty-
eight dollars and seventy-three cents.

Five years ago, May 14, 1996, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $5,096,217,000,000, Five
trillion, ninety-six billion, two hundred
seventeen million.

Ten years ago, May 14, 1991, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $3,435,319,000,000,
Three trillion, four hundred thirty-five
billion, three hundred nineteen mil-
lion.

Fifteen years ago, May 14, 1986, the
Federal debt stood at $2,013,345,000,000,
Two trillion, thirteen billion, three
hundred forty-five million.

Twenty-five years ago, May 14, 1976,
the Federal debt stood at
$601,068,000,000, Six hundred one billion,
sixty-eight million, which reflects a
debt increase of more than $5 trillion,
$5,040,482,724,928.73, Five trillion, forty
billion, four hundred eighty-two mil-
lion, seven hundred twenty-four thou-
sand, nine hundred twenty-eight dol-
lars and seventy-three cents during the
past 25 years.

————————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO JOHN AND MARY
JANE STOKESBERRY

e Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I am
pleased to have this opportunity to rec-
ognize the exemplary contributions of
an extraordinary couple, John and
Mary Jane Stokesberry of Miami, FL.
Given John’s significant impact on
public policy development and imple-
mentation in the areas of gerontology
and aging and Mary Jane’s passion for
teaching those with special edu-
cational needs, I know their joint re-
tirement on June 30, 2001 will leave a
void which will be difficult to fill.

John L. Stokesberry has to his credit
over 30 years of administrative leader-
ship in human service delivery in Flor-
ida. In his most recent public role,
John has served as the Executive Di-
rector of the Alliance for Aging, Inc.,
the Area Agency on Aging for Miami-
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Dade and Monroe Counties in Florida.
Through his compassionate and adept
oversight, many seniors and develop-
mentally challenged individuals have
been provided the benefit of quality
care and the timely provision of serv-
ices.

Florida has long been a favored re-
tirement destination for seniors who
have worked hard throughout their
lives. They are more than deserving of
living out their days in dignity and
with whatever comfort and respect we
are able to provide. Consequently, in
Florida, increasing attention and focus
is being placed on aging issues. John L.
Stokesberry’s contributions in helping
to chart Florida’s course in this rel-
atively new frontier have been pivotal.
We have benefitted from his remark-
able expertise, coalition building and
advocacy for over three decades.
Whether at the district or state admin-
istrative levels, his leadership has al-
ways been felt and has enhanced the
mission of our state in meeting the
needs of our seniors.

Mary Jane Stokesberry has worked
at the Van E. Blanton Elementary
School for 39 years and currently
serves as the Chair of the Special Edu-
cation Department. While instructing
young people who have special needs
can present unique challenges, Mary
Jane’s genuine warmth and patience
has consistently led to the most posi-
tive development of her students. It
came as no surprise when she was for-
merly designated as a Regional Teach-
er of the Year. Though many of her
former students are now adults, I am
sure they would agree that Mary Jane
has left an indelible mark on their
lives. Through her exceptional legacy, 1
am reminded of the proverb, ‘“if you
give a child a fish you feed them for a
day; if you teach a child how to fish,
you feed them for a lifetime.” Mary
Jane has fed countless children for a
lifetime.

For these reasons, I am proud to join
the chorus of other voices in Florida
and Miami-Dade County who extend to
John and Mary Jane Stokesberry best
wishes on the occasion of their retire-
ments. I congratulate them today and
wish for them many more productive
and healthy years.e

———

TRIBUTE TO PERRY COMO

e Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, I
would like to celebrate the life, and
commemorate the death of an Amer-
ican cultural icon from the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania, Perry Como.
On May 18, 1912, Pierino Roland
Como was born in Canonsburg, PA, the
seventh of thirteen children to Italian
immigrants. Pierino, who would be-
come known to the world as Perry,
would lead a life which was the Amer-
ican dream personified. He began work-
ing as a Dbarber’s apprentice in
Canonsburg at the age of eleven to help
provide for his family. It is reported
that Mr. Como’s illustrious singing ca-
reer developed by singing to patrons in
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his own barber shop which he opened
by fourteen. The baritone voice, which
would become famous throughout the
world, was soon discovered by a band
traveling through his steel town and he
began his career as an entertainer. In
1933, Mr. Como married his childhood
sweetheart, Roselle Beline, who told
him he could open another barber shop
if his singing career failed. His career
did not fail, nor did their marriage
which lasted until Roselle’s death in
1998.

Perry Como’s singing and performing
career spanned six decades and during
that period he sold over 100 million
records. Twenty-seven of his albums
went gold, while fourteen singles
reached number one on the charts. In
1945, “‘Till the End of Time’ became
the first single to sell more than one
million records. After his great success
in record sales in the 1940’s, 50’s and
60’s, his career evolved into that of a
television star. From 1948 to 1963, Perry
Como was a fixture in American homes
as a pioneer of the variety show for-
mat. He won acclaim for his perform-
ances including 5 Emmy awards. He
also won Peabody and Golden Mike
awards during his career. And in 1987
Mr. Como was presented a Kennedy
Center Honor for outstanding achieve-
ment in the performing arts by Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan.

Mr. Como’s fame was worldwide and
lasting. The BBC reports that he had
twelve top ten hits in Britain, over
twenty years. His Christmas broad-
casts, for which, perhaps, he was most
famous, were broadcast from around
the globe over the years, including
Israel, Paris, and London. A Roman
Catholic, he reached Protestants and
Catholics alike through his renditions
of ““Ave Maria’ and ‘“The Lord’s Pray-
er.” He sang ‘‘Kol Nidre’ each year on
his television program in observance of
Yom Kippur. Mr. Como also made
many fans in Japan, where his variety
shows had unique success. Perry Como
continued to perform for fans in the
United States well into his eighties.

It is with great humility that I ask
this body to remember an American
cultural icon on the occasion of his
passing. I hope and pray that future
generations of Americans will use
Perry Como’s example of dignity and
decency in conducting their personal
and professional lives.®

STOCKDALE HIGH SCHOOL REP-
RESENTS CALIFORNIA IN THE
WE THE PEOPLE NATIONAL COM-
PETITION

e Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise today to recognize the achieve-
ments of students from Stockdale High
School for winning an honorable men-
tion in the We the People.. The Citizen
and the Constitution national competi-
tion. These outstanding students from
Bakersfield, CA competed against 49
other classes from across the country
and demonstrated a vast knowledge of
the U.S. Constitution and American de-
mocracy. Their accomplishments are a
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